India’s SP Jain school opens S'pore campus

Ejl' VINCENT WEE

THI. combination of India’s
SP Jain Centre of Manage-
ment's standing among
Asian business schools and

| the attractiveness of the
Singapore education brand
is a powerful one, said Min-
ister for Education and Sec-
ond Minister for Finance
Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam at the opening cere-
mony of its Singapore cam-
pus vesterday.

The establishment of the
first campus of an Indian
tertiary institution here
deepens the presence of In-

- dian education in Singa-
pore, he added.

But more importantly,
Mr Tharman said, the set-
ting up of the renowned In-
dian business school's first
overseas campuses in Du-
bai and Singapore shows it
has an astute vision of the
future

The growing flow of stu-
dents, professionals and
antrepreneurs between the
Middle East, South Asia
and South-east Asia is a ris.
ing phenomenon. It is

Wise move: Setting up the renowned business school’s first overseas campuses in
Dubai and 5 pore {above) shows it has an astute vision of the future, said Mr Tharman

hoped that the centre's
(Global MBA programme
will take advantage of this
triangular flow of talant and
help spur greater develop-
ment between the regions.

The one-year pro-
gramme which began si-

multaneously in Dubai and
Singapore last June has
250 students, already ex-
ceeding its first yvear's en-
rolment projections. They
spend six months in each
campus and their $38,000
school fee includes the cost

of tuition, food and lodging
for the year. In addition, the
Singapore campus in Hy-
derabad Road also has
about 90 students in its
two-year part-time masters
programme.

SP Jain believes that in

an increasingly globalised
world, students need to
study outside their home
country. As a result, almost
all the centre's full-time stu

dents are from outside Sin-
gapore. A focus on building
stronger domain knowl

edge also sees it providing
cutting edge specialisations
for its siudents like in the
areas of investment bank-
ing, global logistics man-
agement and services mar-
keting.

The campus occupies
the 28,000 sq m site of the
former Institute of Dental
Health, and includes a heri-
tage building built in 1935.
The buildings ware refur-
bished in classic colonial
style and capital investment
in the two buildings came
up to US310 million. The
site is being leased from the
Singapore Land Authority
and the lease runs till 2013.
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